Professional Association Executive Board
March 25, 2026, Meeting Minutes

Present: Erica Brindisi, Norma Chrisman, Kelly McNamara, Yue Riesbeck, Patti Antanavige, Ross Wittenberg, Aaron Fried, Bradley Dixon, Christine VanNamee, Brittany Dielemans
Excused: Alexandra Almanzar, Robin Saxe, Michael Kuczynski
	Item 
	Discussion	
	Action/Decision 

	Call to Order and Approve Agenda
	Meeting was called to order by Erica Brindisi

	Call to order at 2:37pm

	
	
	

	Approve of Minutes
	Approval of February 18, 2026 Executive Board Meeting minutes

	
Motion: Aaron Fried
Second: Patti Antanavige

Motion approved

	President:

	1. 2/22 Higher Ed Policy Council Committee Meeting
a. Governor of Oklahoma got rid of tenure
b. Academic momentum- arbitrary metrics
c. Melinda Persons- need to rally members around national issues 
i. Encouraged delegate attendance at May Day (May 1st) rally at RA
1. International Worker’s Day honoring labor rights
d. AFT representative- large Pell shortfall next year 
e. Conversations about AI and Loading Act (legislative oversight of automated decision making in government act)
i. Transparency, accountability, human control over AI decisions
ii. Certain provisions may sunset after 2 years
iii. Recommendation that AI language be part of our contracts
1. Sample language has been provided
iv. SUNY is investing in the AI Tutor and AI Advisor
1. Questions about cost, replacing people, safeguarding faculty materials
f. Legislative and budget proposal updates
i. New York State has a statutory obligation to fund 40% of Community Colleges’ budgets
1. Average funding ~26%
ii. Trustee Bill is going forward again
g. RA resolutions- maybe 2
i. AI resolution
ii. Threat of authoritarianism to higher ed
2. 2/26 CNY Labor Council Meeting
a. Officer elections – Erica Brindisi voted in as Vice President.
b. Golf Tournament to benefit local organization/charity – Planning stages
3. 3/6 PA Heart Run and Walk Shadow Walk
4. 3/19 NYSUT ED39 Community College Leaders Meeting
a. Non-credit to credit question from Bethany Gizzi MCC
b. Tier 6 Rally
c. One House Bills
d. Member issues:
i. Dual Credit
ii. Retiree council
iii. ADA accessibility 
iv. Community College Conference November 6-8 Fort William Henry Hotel Lake George
5. 3/23 March Board of Trustees Meetings
a. I couldn’t attend
6. Budget Meetings- Please attend if you are able to 
7. PA Full Membership Meeting scheduled for Tuesday April 28th 4:30-5:30 in PH102
8. PA Bylaws  - Document sent by Erica, reviewed and added information to be looked at again.  Will be resent.


	 

	Correspondence:
	1.  AFT Convention Call 2026
2. Oneida County Executive Anthony Picente Fundraiser Invitation
3. Rescue Mission Fundraiser Letter
4. Oneida County Sheriff Robert Maciol Fundraiser Invitation
5. MVCC Foundation 40th Annual Golf Tournament 
6. NYSUT RA Delegate Bulletin
		


	Treasurer’s Report
	227 Paying members
9 Non Paying Members
Bank Statement Reconciled through February 2026
Budget Fiscal Year 5/1/25-4/30/26

Budget Proposal:  dues increase $.62 per paycheck or $16.12/year to account for NYSUT increase.
                             : Changes from internal communications line to Member Engagement Line for recognition gifts.
	Motion:  Patti Antanavige
Second:  Norma Chrisman
Motion approved


Motion: Patti Antanavige
Second:  Norma Chrisman
Motion Approved




	Committee Reports
	
	

	Benefits Fund
	· May 20th from Noon to 5pm will be the will signing day.  Email went out on 3/25/26.  
· There was a Trustees meeting on 3/3/26, renewed legal services contract for another year.
	

	Community Outreach
	· Robin and Hillary went to Kernan Elementary.  They are in need of fundraising for T-shirts and pizza for the Kids Enchanted Forest trip.  Estimated they will need $495 for pizza.
Motion made by Aaron Fried for $500 for pizza for Kernan Elementary
	Motion: Patti Antanavige
Second: Norma Chrisman
Motion approved.


	Education and Training
	No report

	

	Internal Communications

	PAno articles in by 4/1/26.  
Ballot for elections reviewed.  Will need additional people to count ballots
	Motion to approve: 
Second: 



	Member Engagement
	· Spring Fling will be at Tavolos on Tuesday. May 12th at 5pm 
	




	Political Outreach
	· Meeting biweekly
· Educational series on how local government affects students.   1st flyer is done, will send out to eboard before handing out to students. 
· Partnering with Criminal Justice Club in the fall for Constitution Day.
· Looking to have an election watch party in November
	





	Research and Records
	No Report
	

	New Members
	· Met with some new members and updated information in the new member’s folders.
	

	Grievance 
	Grievance filed last month resolved and not moving forward.
	

	Negotiations
	No report
	

	Social Justice
	1. As voted on the other day, we are partnering with GSA and Kidz N Coaches to support two worthy causes.  Detailed descriptions were provided in the call to vote.
1. We have an upcoming speaking event in April with CITE.  Milo will be presenting on tips and suggestions for supporting students with autism.

	

	Old Business
	
	

	New Business
	-Donation to Hospice of CNY for $500 in honor of Robin Saxe’s Father Leroy Armstrong

· Retirement Party at Romans for George Searles.  It will be at $40/person.  Email coming out soon from Stacy McCall.
	Motion: Aaron Fried
Second: Patti Antanavige
Motion approved





	Next Meeting
	April 22nd 2:30 pm in the PA office
	

	Adjourn
	Motion to Adjourn: Norma Chrisman
2nd: Aaron Fried
Motion Approved

	

	
	Adjourn at 3:44pm
	



			
