Professional Association Executive Board
February 18, 2026, Meeting Minutes

Present: Erica Brindisi, Norma Chrisman, Alexandra Almanzar, Kelly McNamara, Yue Riesbeck, Patti Antanavige, Robin Saxe, Ross Wittenberg, Aaron Fried, Bradley Dixon, Christine VanNamee
Guest: Ben Mitchell from NYSUT
Excused:  Michael Kuczynski, Brittany Dielemans
	Item 
	Discussion	
	Action/Decision 

	Call to Order and Approve Agenda
	Meeting was called to order by Erica Brindisi

	Call to order at 2:34

	
	
	

	Approve of Minutes
	Approval of December 15, 2025 Executive Board 


January 16, 2026 Full Membership Meeting minutes will have a vote for approval at next full Membership meeting

	Motion: Aaron Fried
Second: Robin Saxe
Motion approved



	President:

	1. Moment of Silence for Jen Krohn
a. Donation to scholarship in honor of Jen.
2. 12/15 and 1/20 Attended the December and January Board of Trustees Meetings
a. Governor’s budget 
b. Bronson Trustee Bill was vetoed by the Governor 
i. Big win for NYCCT
ii. 45 student letters plus FCCC Chair didn’t support the bill
c. February 4th Lobby Day
i. Board, President, students
3. 12/16 PA Holiday Party
4. 12/17 Attended the CNY Labor Council Holiday Party
a. No December Meeting
5. 12/18 and 1/15 Attended NYSUT ED39 Meeting 
a. NYSUT Higher Ed Policy Council Meeting 2/22-2/23
i. No Higher Ed Lobby Day
1. In-district instead thought would be more beneficial.
6. 12/19 December Commencement 
7. 1/8 Attended Oneida County Presidents Meeting 
a. Joint meeting with Herkimer 
8. 1/16 Attended PA Spring Luncheon
a. Recognized new members and retirees 
b. Recognized PA Scholarship recipients 
c. Other discussion items:
i. Rescue Mission of Utica- Walk a Mile in My Shoes 
ii. March 8th Fix Tier 6 Rally
9. 1/22 Attended CNY Labor Council Meeting 
10. 1/29 Monthly meeting with President VanWagoner 
a. Legislative priorities College and NYCCT
i. In-district joint lobbying
b. College communication on ICE activity 
11. 2/6 Attended CNY Labor Council Legislative Breakfast
a. Ross Wittenberg, Brittany Dielemans, Rich Kelly
12. 2/9 Attended NYSUT TRS Workshop
a. Good for anyone in TRS to attend, especially those close to retirement
13. 2/14 Attended Rescue Mission of Utica’s Walk a Mile in my Shoes
14. 2/16 Monthly meeting with President VanWagoner 
a. A&P Discussion – Airframe and Powerplant closing, affecting 3 members.
i. Curriculum process started
15. Proposing change in by-law- edits and vote
16. NYSUT has created template contract language locals to use when bargaining around AI

	 

	Correspondence:
	1.  Christmas card from Oneida County Executive Anthony Picente
2. Resource packet from AFT
3. Valentines Day Card from Kernan Elementary
		


	Treasurer’s Report
	225 Paying Members (7New), 9 Non paying members.
Bank account reconciled through January 2026.
1099-NEC  tax forms given out in January
Budget lIne items reset April 1, 2026
	Motion:  Norma Chrisman
Second:  Patti Antanavige









	Committee Reports
	
	

	Benefits Fund
	Will Day was a success.  35 appointments were made and handled between 2 lawyers.  Signing day will be in May during Institute.  It is the lawyers recommendation to do this every 2 years. 

Would like to create a cheat sheet of sorts for benefits as the pamphlet is difficult to manage because it changes every year.  This would give the membership a quick guide of the benefits from NYSUT.   Recommended adding something to distinguish between union benefits and college benefits. 
	

	Community Outreach
	· Working with Kernan Elementary, sent out Little Ceasars Pizza , going next week to visit.  Hopefully will get an update about Water Safari.   
· Motion for $100 to get some items for Kernan.  
	

Motion: Norma Chrisman
Second:  Patti Antanavige
Motion approved.










	Education and Training
	No report

	

	Internal Communications

	PAno articles due by  3/23/26.  Election article with open positions will be in this edition along with election process.
General membership  meeting for elections would be 4/28 at 4:30 in PH 102.  Will get booking for room before confirming. 
	Motion to approve: 
Second: 



	Member Engagement
	January Luncheon: about the same amount attended that RSVP’d.
	




	Political Outreach
	· Committee met Monday, 2/9, and decided that we would like to put out an educational series for students to provide information on the following;
· How local government affects them as students (including big wins for how local govt. has helped our campus)
· What are the local elections and who are our local politicians
· What are the issues they are discussing
· Ways for students to get involved in local govt. 
Series of 2-3 flyers to put out from now until the end of the semester to get students to start thinking about voting and the upcoming elections this coming November. We also are planning to partner with the CJ club for when they organize "Constitution Day" in September. We are thinking about a panel event, helping students to register to vote, providing info on voting, and the elections, etc.  
This will all lead to a potential Watch party in November for when the elections occur. 

	





	Research and Records
	No report
	

	New Members
	Updating spreadsheet with new members.  Meeting with new instructors this week and next week.
	

	Grievance 
	Filed one Grievance.   Waiting for College to respond.
	

	Negotiations
	No report
	

	Social Justice
	· We just had our Walk-A-Mile In My Shoes event on Saturday hosted by the Utica Rescue Mission.  The weather was reasonable and the walk was a pleasant outing for all involved.
· We are currently communicating with the Women In Science and Engineering group to help promote their International Women's Day event on March 8th.  We also plan to post images of the event to any relevant PA social media.
· We are also collaborating with WISE for their annual Earth Day event.  Our committee will use the opportunity to help share information about environmental justice.
· Milo from our committee will be giving a presentation hosted in CITE on April 15th about strategies to best support students with autism (April is autism support month)
· We have been in communication with Tia Lock who reached out to us about possibly hosting talk from an immigration lawyer who frequently visits her class.  Our committee decided that in order to target the most appropriate audience for the lawyer's presentation, it might be better to reach out to the international club (or other related clubs/orgs on campus).  We provided Tia several possible suggestions but told her our committee would be happy to help promote the presentation to generate the largest relevant audience.

	

	Old Business
	
	

	New Business
	Motion for $1000 for the naming of the Athletic Training Room in Memory/Honor of Professor Jennifer Krohn.
	
Motion: Robin Saxe
Second: Patti Antanavige
Motion approved.





	Next Meeting
	3/25/26
	

	Adjourn
	Motion to Adjourn: Aaron Fried
2nd: Patti Antanavige


	Motion approved

	
	Adjourn at 4:02pm
	



			
