Professional Association Executive Board
October 20, 2025, Meeting Minutes

Present: Erica Brindisi, Alexandra Almanzar, Kelly McNamara, Yue Riesbeck, Patti Antanavige, Robin Saxe, Ross Wittenberg, Aaron Fried, Norma Chrisman, Michael Kuczynski,  Brittany Dielemans, Christine VanNamee
Excused:  Bradley Dixon
	Item 
	Discussion	
	Action/Decision 

	Call to Order and Approve Agenda
	Meeting was called to order by Erica Brindisi
	Call to order at 2:38pm

	
	
	

	Approve of Minutes
	Approval of  May, 2025 minutes


Approval of September 2025 minutes

	Motion: Aaron Fried
Second: Mike Kuczynski
Approved
Motion:  Aaron Fried
Second: Patti Antanavige
Approved

	President:

	1. 9/15 Attended the September Board of Trustees Meeting
2. 9/24 Monthly meeting with President VanWagoner 
a. Discussed Bronson Bill and whether to sign onto the NYSUT letter
b. Further discussion with eboard- we did not sign on
3. 9/18 NYSUT ED39 meeting
a.  Noma attended the 10/16 meeting
b. Community College Conference November 7-9
4. 9/22 Met with Community Outreach Committee
5. 9/25 CNY Labor Council 
a. Gompers Award Dinner- Friday October 24th Heart’s Hill
i. Attending- Kathy Kotary and guest, Robin Saxe, Grace Costello, Erica Brindisi
6. 9/26-9/27 Attended the NYSUT Members Benefits Conference 
7. 10/1 Met with Grace Costello to discuss PA Textbook Fund/Committee
8. 10/2 Oneida County Presidents Meeting
9. After 10/7 Senate Meeting- met with a few members about parking
10. 10/15 Attended Tom Squire’s retirement gathering 
11. 10/18 Tree Planting with Social Justice Committee and the Olmsted Group
12. Fix Teir 6 rally Thursday November 6th 4-5pm
a. Syracuse Teachers Association
b. May be a local rally- waiting to hear
	 

	Correspondence:
	1. CNY Labor Council regarding Gompers Dinner
2. Friends to Elect Mary Finnagan invitation
3. Bank of Utica Thank you note
		


	Treasurer’s Report
	· 221 paying members
· 10 non paying members
· Bank Account reconciled through September 2025
· Audit was mailed to ATF on 9/23/25
· Certificates of Deposit, all 3 months invested in Bank of Utica, earned interest put into primary account. 
	
Motion:  Patti  Antanavige
Second:  Christine VanNamee


Motion : approved







	Committee Reports
	
	

	Benefits Fund
	· Christine went to the Benefits Conference, would like to encourage trustees to go next year.
·  We are the only member unit fund that requires members to pay for vision only if they want it.
· Establishing relationship with benefits coordinatior, didn’t get to meet the lawyers
· There will be a Will Day in January with a return date in May.  Watch for details coming soon.
· NYSUT Benefits specific Representative coming in January to talk about benefits from NYSUT.
	

	Community Outreach
	· Basket for Sandy’s event
· Trick or treat street on Rome campus 10/30/25, 4-6
· Feztival of Trees – game tree – asking members to donate games.  There will be a google doc out so members can sign up to avoid duplicates
· Community conference basket – Utica Theme
· Breast Cancer Basket for Strides – Warm and Cozy theme
· Basket for Community Baby shower at The Center.  Motion for $200 to make basket or large item to donate
	





Motion: Ross Wittenberg
Second: Patti Antanavige
Motion approved






	Education and Training
	
No report
	

	Internal Communications

	· PAnorama coming soon
· Scholarships applications will be out in December.  Will be awarding 2.
	

	Member Engagement
	· Holiday Party will be either 12/15 or 12/16 during Finals week.  This is because of the late start to the semester.   Details coming soon.
	




	Political Outreach
	· Had a meeting a couple weeks ago.  Would like to host a Watch Party for local election to et more students involved.  Meeting this week to work out details.  Would like to give prizes for most involved/participation.
Motion for $100 for prizes
	
Motion: Patti Antanavige
Second: Robin Saxe

Motion approved


	Research and Records
	· No report
	

	New Members
	· New members reception coming soon.  
	

	Grievance 
	· No report
	

	Negotiations
	· No report
	

	Social Justice
	·  Tree planning at F.T. Proctor Park on 10/18/25 went well.  Planted over 60 trees.

	

	Old Business
	· 
	

	New Business
	· 
	
Motion: 
Second:  



Motion 


	Next Meeting
	Monday, November 17th 2:30 in PA office
	

	Adjourn
	Motion to Adjourn: 3:45pm

	Motion:  Patti Antanavige
Second:  Robin Saxe
Motion approved



			
