Professional Association Executive Board
September 15, 2025, Meeting Minutes

Present: Erica Brindisi, Alexandra Almanzar, Kelly McNamara, Yue Riesbeck, Patti Antanavige, Robin Saxe, Ross Wittenberg, Aaron Fried, Norma Chrisman, Michael Kuczynski, Bradley Dixon, Brittany Dielemans
Excused:  Christine VanNamee
	Item 
	Discussion	
	Action/Decision 

	Call to Order and Approve Agenda
	Meeting was called to order by Erica Brindisi
	Call to order at 2:31pm

	
	
	

	Approve of Minutes
	Approval of May 22, 2025 minutes  will be held off until October meeting.

	
Motion: Aaron Fried
Second: Yue Riesbeck

Motion approved

	President:

	1. Attended the June and August Board of Trustees Meeting
a. Discussed Bronson Bill (A5979A/S4674A)  (Bronson Bill is to put a member of faculty/Staff on Board of Trustees)
i. Passed both state houses- waiting for Governor to sign 
ii. BOT is worried about conflict of interest
b. Tom stated that they are monitoring the self-insured process
i. Expenses are up from last year, but we should be ok
c. AMVA and APA contracts were passed
i. Also passed at OBOL meeting on 9/10
d. Interesting- turnover rate for 5yr trend in about 10%
e. Wendy Waters elected as chair- 2nd term
2. 7/30 and 8/21 Monthly meeting with President VanWagoner 
a. Discussion on AI 
b. Discussion on Fall Opening
i. Parking issues raised – no answer regarding this
3. 6/26 and 8/28 CNY Labor Council 
a. I was sworn in 
b. Discussion on Big Beautiful Bill- Federal Fightback phone banking
c. Cope- screened local candidates in August
i. Voted on endorsements- Enesa will share for us to share with members
d. Gompers Award Dinner- Friday October 24th Heart’s Hill
i. We will do a ¼ size ad
ii. Selected Kathy Kotary as this year’s recipient 
Motion to approve cost of Ad, Kathy’s and her guests tickets
e. Christmas Party for CNY Labor Council set for December 18th- location TBD
f. Legislative Breakfast February 6th 
g. United Way Hygiene Drive- October
4. 8/21 NYSUT ED39 meeting 
a. Community College Conference November 7-9
i. Saratoga- Gideon Putnam
ii. Register before September 19th- 10% discount
1. Send Ross and I registration
2. We will pay with 1 check
iii. Keynote- Dr. Gary Rhodes University of Arizona
iv. Basket raffle for NYSUT disaster relief fund
1. Max $100, items from our area
b. Discussion on Bronson Bill- asked to write letters to the Governor in support
c. I asked about Health and Safety language
i. Leading a meeting with Tricia Geisel on 9/10
1. Discussion on forming a Health and Safety Committee
2. Emailed our LRS Ben Mitchell asking him to reach out to NYSUT for contract language and to see what other colleges have committees and for chair contact
d. Jefferson CC- just completed negotiations, didn’t give anything up
i. Getting 4, 3.5 and 3% increases
ii. Admin wants to create a 12-month teaching position for their 18-month cohort program
1. Hard to get teachers in the summer
2. Suggested by others to pay higher overload in the summer
a. Some institutions do this already
e. Need someone to attend in October and November- I have class
i. 10/16 and 11/20 9:30-10:30 Zoom
5. 8/18 NYSUT Local Presidents Workshop 
a. CNY Leadership Conference- should I attend?  Skip this year?
b. Covered the Taylor Law
c. Stressed that Union files, emails, computer, phone etc. should not be on college network
i. We should all be using gmail accounts and not our college email
ii. Maybe eboard or at least the president should have a gmail
1. MVCCPAunionpresident@gmail.com
2. Can be passed on from one president to the next- help with transitioning
d. Legacy plan- build a handbook/manual for the next person/people/group
i. Be sure to include all the details of the role and detailed timelines
e. Map out our membership
i. Create something that mirrors the building rep model – there is one that is still part of the database
f. Member Benefits Coordinator- Maura Przbylek
i. Invite to Benefits Trust meeting or eboard meeting
6. 9/4 Oneida County Presidents Meeting
a. Canceled 
7. Began Committee Charge Meetings
a. Reviewed by-laws language
i. Went over goals and made some suggestions
1. 9/11 Education and Training 
2. 9/12 Political Outreach
3. 9/12 Social Justice
8. Fix Teir 6 rally Thursday November 6th 4-5pm
a. Syracuse Teachers Association
9. Sponsored a foursome for the MVCC Softball Golf Tournament- $500
a. Saturday September 6th Valley View
b. Brian Judycki, Mike Sisti, Luke Hobaica, and Wade Wollaber

	





















Motion: Patti Antanavige
2nd:  Aaron Fried
Motion approved

	Correspondence:
	1. Thank you note from Epilepsy Foundation of NENY
a. Spring Fling Donation in Honor of Norm’s service to the PA
b. Card with donation check sent - mentioned Norma and #ForeverOur33
2. Thank you note from NYSUT for attending Local Presidents Workshop
3. Thank you note from Michelle Adey Memorial Fund for golf fundraiser sponsorship
4. Thank you note from MVCC Foundation for sponsorship in the golf tournament
5. Thank you note from Bank of Utica- opened 2 CDs

1. Anita’s Stevens Swan Humane Society fundraising letter
2. Friends of Sheriff Rob Maciol fundraiser invitation- passed 
3. Friends of County Executive Tony Picente fundraiser invitation- passed
· 
		


	Treasurer’s Report
	· Bank statement reconciled through July 2025
· 220 Paying members, 8 non paying.
· Tax form 990 filed online and accepted by IRS on 7/7/25
· Internal audit for 2024-2025 was done over the summer and was good
· CD’s:  2 CD’s have been purchased.  1 more being bought this month.  3 month rotation.  As they mature will take interest and deposit into Checking and roll over the principal to do again.
	
Motion:  Patti Antanavige
Second:  Aaron Fried


Motion approved







	Committee Reports
	
	

	Benefits Fund
	· The Vision contract was renewed in June for a two year period, 7/1/25 through 6/30/2027.  There was no increase to our monthly contribution rate, which remains at $7.62 individual and $20.06 family.  
· Legal Services was renewed for one year from 5/1/25 through 4/30/26 at a continued rate of $35 per year per member.  
· I’ve been working to coordinate a will day.  Our legal services team is on board and suggested we break it into two visits.  The first for an initial appointment and the second as a signing day.  We would need to coordinate members to make appointments ahead of time and they would complete some paperwork ahead of the initial appointment.  Per feedback in our last e-board meeting, we opted against August.  My question is:  What are 2-3 optimal times to offer will days?  At minimum, what timeframes should I avoid? 
· Attending the Benefits conference at the end of the month.  Once we are back, I plan to review the FAQ booklet one last time, make any updates, and send it to the printers!

	

	Community Outreach
	· Collected school supplies for Kernan at luncheon.  Didn’t get a lot.  Would like to use $100 to supplement now and $100 more for when we collect in November.
· 
· 
· 10/30/25 Trick or Treat Street on the Rome Campus put on by MVCC
Requested $120 for Candy
.
· NYSUT Conference basket raffle for Breast Cancer Foundation request $100


· Breast Cancer Shadow Walk with Team MVCC is on 10/24/25

· Feztival of Trees: Request $500 for decorations and gifts

	Motion: Aaron Fried
Second: Mike Kuczynski
Motion approved

Motion: Patti Antanavige
Second: Aaron Fried
Motion Approved
Motion: Aaron Fried
Second Mike Kuczynski
Motion Approved


Motion: Patti Antanavige
Second: Aaron Fried
Motion approved







	Education and Training
	· Charge meeting was last week
· Finishing videos to post to website when Christine is done.

	

	Internal Communications

	· New pictures for Shadow Boxes and updated Shadow boxes
· Pano articles due by 10/6/25
	Motion to approve: 
Second: 

Motion 


	Member Engagement
	· Fall luncheon:  1st year it coincided with institute and box lunches.  Had approx..  100 people.
· Holiday Party will need to be during finals due to late start of semester.  Either 12/15 or 12/16
	




	Political Outreach
	· Charge meeting last week
	





	Research and Records
	· No report
	

	New Members
	· 9 new members (potential), 4 signed up. Reception is 11/20 in ACC 116.  1st hour is open bar.  Collecting food for Kernan Elementary
	

	Grievance 
	· HR is backlogged.  Some outstanding issues. 
	

	Negotiations
	· 2 Members down for Negotiations.  Career or continuing appointment and promotion process are being looked at.
	

	Social Justice
	·  1st meeting next Monday.  Discussing plans for events.  Would like to focus on Environmental Justice this semester with a possible tree planting event in Proctor Park
	

	Old Business
	· 
	

	New Business
	· MVCC and Alumni Foundation hosting Living on a Legacy on 10/28/25 at 6pm.  Tickets on sale on the website.  Proceeds go to the Sandy Cummings scholarship.  PA will donate $500.
	
Motion: 
Second:  



Motion 


	Next Meeting
	Monday, October 20th 2:30 in PA office
	

	Adjourn
	Motion to Adjourn:3:32

	Motion: Aaron Fried
Second: Patti Antanavige
Motion approved



			
