Professional Association Executive Board
February 27, 2025, Meeting Minutes

Present:  Kelly McNamara, Erica Brindisi, Yue Riesbeck, Patti Antanavige, Robin Saxe, Ross Wittenberg, Christine VanNamee
Excused:  Norma Chrisman, Michael Kuczynski, Justin Rahn, Aaron Fried
	Item 
	Discussion	
	Action/Decision 

	Call to Order and Approve Agenda
	Meeting was called to order by Erica Brindisi
	Call to order at 3:05

	
	
	

	Approve of Minutes
	Approval of Dec 13, 2024, minutes

	
Motion: Patti Antanavige
Second: Robin Saxe

Motion Approved

	President:

	1. 1/22/25 Board of Trustees Meeting:  Norma and Erica attended.  Nothing new to report
2. Erica went this past weekend to the NYSUT Higher Ed Policy Meeting
· Looking at the budge for the free tuition from the Governor.  It is currently for 1st time students age 25-55.  NYSUT is asking to lower the age to 18-55 and make it not for 1st time students
· Right now this is just for 2 year schools but NYSUT is asking it to include 4 year schools.
· RA is in Rochester this year and there will be no Higher Ed resolutions.  
3. Update from ED 39 dual credit work group.  NYSUT is collecting contract language from schools regarding dual credit.  Currently there is no consistent contract language anywhere.
4. UUP has issued a statement on AI and faculty maintain academic freedom and trained properly on using AI.
5. All state agencies have to keep a list of AI’s that we are using.  UUP and there is discussion if we even need to use AI.
6. Use of student surveys in teacher evaluations.  Must have at least 51% of the class using the survey to count.  Our language is different regarding this.


	

	Correspondence:
	
·  
· 

· 
· 
· 
		


	Treasurer’s Report
	244 paying members, 8 non paying members.
Account has been reconciled through January 2025.

1099-NEC forms were sent out and have been filed.
Investment Plans:  Ross presented some options regarding investing some of our funds using Certificates of Deposits (CDs) at the Bank of Utica.
Option 1: Invest in 3-month bonds
Option 2: Invest in 6-month bonds
	
Motion:  Patti Antanavige
Second:  Robin Saxe


Motion Approved







	Committee Reports
	
	

	Benefits Fund
	No report
	

	Community Outreach
	Heart Run/Walk, shadow walk is next Friday 3/7/35

The eggstravaganza at the Utica Zoo is asking for volunteers

Going to offer a Paint & Sip at May Institute to raise money for textbook fund.
	












	Education and Training
	Report from Mike K.
Education & Training Committee: I made a rough draft video to act as a companion piece to Christine’s benefits booklet.  The rough draft video is for the life insurance and accidental death and dismemberment.  I sent the video out to the rest of the committee who are working on videos for the other benefits.  I also sent the rough draft to Christine to double check for accuracy. 

	

	Internal Communications

	Articles needed for Panorama, due by 3/14/25
Elections will be looked at during next meeting and will create ballot and ask for nominations the firs week of April
	Motion to approve: 
Second: 

Motion 


	Member Engagement
	· January luncheon had 120 people sign up.  About 70 attended
· Spring Fling will be at Tavolo’s in North Utica tentatively on May 19th provided the date is available.
	




	Political Outreach
	summary of higher ed lobby day, which is below:

· Advocated for more funding for both base aid and additional student supports for us
· Advocated with Senator Griffo and Assemblyman Miller, unfortunately Assemblywoman Buttenshon’s office did not get back to us in time for an appointment
· 
	





	Research and Records
	· No report
	

	New Members
	· No report
	

	Grievance 
	· No report
	

	Negotiations
	· No report
	

	Social Justice
	On Monday we hosted a guest speaker on campus from The Morrow Warming Center who spoke about her experiences working with the unhoused population in Utica.  The event was well received, and people were asking questions about how they can best help the unhoused community.  After working on the topic of homelessness for the past few years, our committee is expanding our focus to work with other social justice topics.  We will be collaborating with the Women in Science and Engineering for an Earth Day tabling event where we will be sharing information about environmental justice.
· 
	

	Old Business
	· 
	

	New Business
	· MVCC Foundation Golf Tournament:  cost has gone up $300 to sponsor a foursome making it now $850.  
· Motion to approve sponsoring a foursome?
	
Motion: Patti Antanavige
Second:  Kelly McNamara



Motion Approved


	Next Meeting
	Thursday, March 27th 3:00 in PA office
	

	Adjourn
	Motion to Adjourn:   Patti Antanavige

	



			
