Professional Association Executive Board
September 22, 2016 Meeting Minutes 
Present: Norma Chrisman, Jim Roberts, Aaron Fried, Kelly McNamara, Patti Antanavige, Michael Henningsen, Alison Doughtie, Gail Warchol, Justin Wilcox, Dawson McDermott, Christine VanNamee
Absent: Justin Rahn
	Item 
	Discussion 
	Action/Decision 

	Call to Order and Approve Agenda
	Meeting was called to order by President Norma Chrisman at 3:07pm
	

	Approve of Minutes
	Minutes from the May 11, 2016: A Change was made to the minutes that were handed out (heading to the MVCC Professional Association rather than what was listed)
Discussion about whether or not appointed vs. elected should be distinguished. 
Motion by Aaron Fried to approve the minutes with changes, 2nd Justin Wilcox. 
	Changes will be made for the elected and appointed position to be in same font. 

Motion Carried. 

	President:

	Christine VanNamee is new treasurer, who is replacing Michael Adamo who left MVCC. 
Mike Henningsen Secretary who is replacing Tim Thomas who was elected into the position as he is now an Associate Dean. 
Jim Roberts, 2nd Vice President. 
Welcome to all! 

Looking for people to fill Education& Training committee: Sara Beck left, Kristen Skobla accepted new position. Need to find 2 people for committee to replace them; all others running for committee got it. Please let Norma know of anyone that have in mind. 

Vacancy on others: Internal Communications (1 position), Member Services (1 position), new Members committee (1 position—replace Tim Thomas). Norma will check those who ran for positions to see if anyone did not get elected. 
	Justin Wilcox appointed to Member Services open position. 

	
	Attended NUMEROUS meetings over the summer:
Elected as recording sec for Central New York labor council and labor board. Way to get education out there by being involved. Bill Perrotti is active on those as well. Alison Doughtie, Justin Rahn, Jim Roberts and Norma Chrisman are delegates for Labor Council. 

Alison D and Norma met with APA Leadership for possible affiliation. More discussions with APA needed.
Patti A and Norma met with Executive Dir of HR about a member who used all sick time and donated sick time. Ways to help as not quite able to retire. The College generously allowed member to retire at “odd time” but given the retirement incentive effective January 1. Retirement benefit started now, although not officially retire until Jan 1. Had enough years at the college, but not age. 

Roundtables were had. Summer Roundtables dealt with Smoke free campus. At the BOT meeting, the college reported no infractions have been given out as a result of implementing a smoke free campus. 

Met with Tom Coyne from WUTR regarding the debate for US Congress District 22.  WUTR is taking over as the host of the debate.  It will be televised over WUTR in Utica/Rome, Syracuse and Binghamton regions.
	

	Correspondence:
	Received correspondence from PSA (Professional Staff Association) re: their negotiations with NYSUT. Not under the Taylor law and could strike…almost happened but last minute deal reached thankfully! 

From MVCC re: Start UP NY Program. MVCC has decided to start a new Start Up location in Rome around the hangers. There will be a business going into; this will be the actual first business to go through the process. All unions need to be notified of this new business. 

Received thank-you letters from

 American Heart Association for our participation in the heart walk

Terry Scanlon FARE: for the walk in August

Thank-you from the National FARE headquarters

On August 23rd: Email from Deanna. Sam will be selected for the 2016 Hall of Fame. Sam’s family will be invited., Induction will be Nov 3rd at 5pm in IT 225. Others: Anthony Picente, Carm Lomeo-Smrtic, Denise DiGeorgio, Bob Lasall, Ron LaBuz, Thomas Blanchfield & Toni Carbone. 


	

	Committee Reports
	
	

	Treasurer Report
	Check that was outstanding since March was finally cashed by Swank Productions. 

New procedures for vouchers and reconciliations: Whenever something needs to be reimbursed a form needs to be filled out and submitted along with receipts. Reconciliations are done at the end of every month and saved in an electronic file.  Allows for a paper trail.

Spreadsheets being used to keep track of expenditures and income for each committee. Christine can tell you where you stand at any time. 
	

	Benefits Fund
	Justin—get the word out about the $150 reimbursement. Looks like this might be the final year where we have the resources to do this. Deadline is the last calendar of 2016. Receipts in by January 15th of 2017.

NYSUT Benefits conference in Nov in Saratoga Springs.

A trustee position is currently available. Please let Justin or Norma know if you have anyone in mind
	

	Community Outreach
	Making Strides Basket and Raffle. Tickets are available. October 28-30 is the event. Norma will be going down to this for part of it, and will hand in basket and will bring back if anyone from MVCC PA wins. 

New Member celebration will include the Toys For Tots donation once again. Got a lot last year; will keep right up until the end date. Coat drive will occur again; Payne hall location was great! AB lobby was not the best area; box will go into Gail’s office if CCED for the AB Building. This will prevent the box being used as a garbage can. 

53 attendees for the Triangle Documentary event that occurred earlier in the month. Most recent event occurred, however, do not have the numbers as of yet. 

Halloween Party? Committee thought it would be tough to accomplish it this year. Food Drive and Harvest Party at the Rome Rescue Mission to volunteer time on Oct 27 4-6. 


	

	Education and Training
	No Report
	

	Grievance
	September 1st starts the Grievance: 2015: 8 filed, 6 targeting for arbitration. 1 was settled, 1 is being held.  1st one for 2016 ready to be filled shortly. Please let Dawson know if you have a member with any potential issues. 

Has 3 new members in the committee; already exposing them to meetings in HR. Once a month, Dawson is meeting with the committee; case studies will be given (Carla Zupancic, Michelle Kelly, Shahida Dar are the new members) for exposure to the contract. Alex had to step down as new Chair of Senate. 

11.11 & 11.8 will be discussed with Kim. Some confusion between the two in the HR office and the language in 11.8 is vague. There is a leave bank that can be used for Union functions. This time is used ½ day increments. Used a lot by the Political Outreach Committee. 

Storage Room: Files are currently held in Dawson’s and Alison’s office. Storage room has been located in the basement of Payne Hall. Will be able to move the filing cabinets currently in Dawson’s office there. The storage area  should be able to be locked.  Space big enough for table and chairs; perhaps meeting space? 


	

	Internal Communications

	VP Roberts: One submission for Panorama; others from Executive Board will be submitting. October 7th is deadline for submissions. Friendly reminder will be sent out by Jim to the membership. 

PA Scholarship: Flyers will be going out around end of October. 
	

	 Member Services
	Has questions:

1.) Trying to plan Holiday Party…

a.) Date: Asking for E Board suggestion: Fridays are tough during the Holidays. Suggestion is to look at 12/12 (Monday?) 12/19 might be a little late

2.) Fiscal Responsibility with the parties: People say they are going to come, bring a guest, and PA is out of the money. Typically, 20-25% no show rate = lost $$. Spend ~ $25 per person. Other locals charge members for guests. Possible to add nominal cost for guests? Members still free, but small cost for guests; $5? $10? 

-What if don’t’ show? Member responsible for cost—NO. DO NOT WANT TO CHASE MEMBERS

Guests: 65% members to 35% guests. 

Motion to charge $10/guest that sign up for any of the semesterly functions: Aaron, Justin
	Motion carried. 

	Negotiations
	We do not have a new contract; which means currently under the 13-16 contact. 

We have meet 6 times with the College with another meeting scheduled in November.
	

	Political Outreach
	Norma spoke with Peter Kim about holding debate for Congressional debate for 22nd district. Debate will be night before elections; NYSUT legal wanted additional information (PA not giving them anything, location is free since at MVCC, live broadcast by WUTR). 

PA is supposed to file reports to Board of Elections.  Norma will be talking with the Board of Elections about what it is that we need to report to them. 
	

	Research and Records
	Nothing to report. 
	

	New Members
	List of new members was given. Committee will be activated to give binders, and welcome into the community. New member/toys for tots reception to occur in November. 
	

	
	
	

	New Business
	·  United Way Labor Kick Off---September 30th. $15 per person. PA will pay. Let Norma know if interested

· Gompers Dinner Oct 21st in Rome. Need to know by Oct 7th as to who we are honoring. $150 for the medal, pay for the honoree and guest ($90), ¼ page ($50) = $290 expenditure from the PA. 

Motion made for the PA to pay the $290 cost for the medal, honoree and guest, & ¼ page ad for Patti Antanavige  by Justin Wilcox. 2nd by Alison Doughtie. 


	Motion Carried. 

	Next Meeting
	The next meeting will be held on October 27th at 3pm in AB 261.
	

	Adjourn
	Motion to adjourn made by Justin Wilcox. 

Meeting was adjourned at 4:39pm by Norma Chrisman. 


	



