Minutes of the MVCC PA Executive Board

Dec. 6, 2007

APPROVED Feb. 8, 2008
Present: Present: President Ellis Searles, Norma Chrisman, Marie Czarnecki, Mike Donaruma, Alison Doughtie, Steve Getchell, Colleen Kehoe-Robinson, Dawson McDermott.

1. President’s report


a) NYSUT Local Union Finances & Membership Records workshop (9/26)



Pres. Searles, Treasurer Mike Donaruma, and Database Manager Norma 


Chrisman participated in training at the NYSUT Regional Office in New 


Hartford.

b) NYSUT Community College Conference (Cooperstown, 10/12-14)


Pres. Searles, Mallory Anyango, Marie Czarnecki, Alison Doughtie, Steve 

Getchell, Anne Ichihana, Lew Kahler, Lorie Philips, and Rich Pucine 


participated. Also, Mike Donaruma, Rich Pucine, and Pres. Searles also 


participated in a pre-conference treasurer’s workshop.

 
c) Negotiations training (11/16 and 30)



Members of the past Negotiating Team and the E-board met informally 


on two occasions with a group of newer PA members to discuss the E-


board’s long range strategic goal of providing technical training in 



negotiations to a new generation of PA members. After these 



informational meetings, the following expressed interest in participating in 

training: Mallory Anyango, Alison Doughtie, Lew Kahler, Colleen Kehoe-


Robinson, Dawson McDermott, Dave Nackley, Rich Pucine, and Terrence 

Ward.


d) Community Counselor Training



Sandy Cummings is representing the PA.

e) NYSUT New Member newsletter feature


The PA was featured in an article in the NYSUT leadership newsletter 


The Insider regarding the use of the NYSUT Jeopardy game software. The 

PA’s Norma Chrisman utilized the software at a union session at Summer 


Institute last May and for MVCC’s new staff orientation this past fall.


f) MVCC December Commencement (12/20)


The PA will again distribute key ring keepsakes to congratulate graduates, 


but since this time there will be a line in the program about the activity, 


the E-board agreed that the letter from the PA in the program 



explaining the activity would no longer be necessary.


g) Higher Ed Council, CC Conference planning (NYC, 1/3-4/08)



Lew Kahler will represent Pres. Searles.


h) Committee of 100 lobbying (Albany, 3/17-18/08, 5/12-13/08)



Dave Katz will represent the PA.


i)  NYSUT Local Presidents’ Conference and Representative Assembly



Pres. Searles and Bill Perrotti are RA delegates; Lew Kahler is the 



alternate.


j) Endorsements



Ten out of the eleven candidates endorsed by the PA for county legislative 


offices won their seats.


Correspondence:



Thank you from President VanWagoner for PA welcome gift.



Thank you from Legislator Damsky for endorsement.


Thank you from Legislator Waterman for endorsement.

2. Treasurer’s Report (Mike Donaruma)

· The Treasurer provided a detailed expenditure report for the period of Aug. 1 to Nov.1, 2007 (attachment). 

· The Treasurer’s workshop in Cooperstown was very informative in clarifying and updating federal regulations for union tax reporting. The PA should continue the reporting as we have been doing it. NYSUT also provided good information on tax regulations, such as 1099s and 990 EZ reporting on union finances.
· Mileage reimbursement rate will be $ .50.5 per mile.

3. Committee reports


Benefits Fund (Pres. Searles for Chair Halko)
· The Trustees and Fund staff met on Oct. 5. Mike Alsheimer and Rich Pucine were invited as part of the PA’s long range plan to train newer members in technical aspects of the PA.
· Database manager has implemented an automatic computerized tracking mechanism for start and end dates of COBRA eligibility.

· NYSUT will provide us with discount cards for Office Max. These will be distributed at the January luncheon.


Community Outreach (Chair Steve Getchell)
· Mallory Anyango coordinated raffle tickets sales benefiting Strides for Life; E-Board members participated in additional Strides fund raisers at the Alex Bay Conference.

· A food drive is planned in conjunction with the holiday social.


Education and training (Chair Norma Chrisman)
· Because it is difficult to get enough members to be able to offer a defensive driving course, the committee recommends promoting a CCED-sponsored course and partially subsidize PA participants.



Motion: To expend $125 to subsidize the $45 cost with a $5 


coupon from the PA for the first 25 members who sign up.


1st Norma Chrisman/2nd Colleen Kehoe-Robinson.



Carried unanimously.


The committee will consider other such sponsorships.
Grievance (Chair Dawson McDermott)
· Report as of Dec. 2007:




Arbitration:  currently being held; concerning non-renewal of a bargaining 
unit members.

Arbitration:  currently on hold; concerning non-renewal of a bargaining 
unit member

Arbitration:  awaiting date; concerning retaliation by a DH against a 
bargaining unit member

Arbitration:  currently on hold; concerning promotion
· The chair applauded the strategic planning at the Alex Bay conference regarding the expanded role of the committee members as point persons, and thanked Colleen Kehoe-Robinson for preparing interview/documentation forms. 

· 
Motion to expend $100 for refreshments for training for 
expansion of role of Grievance Committee members:



1 st Norma Chrisman/ 2 nd Alison Doughtie



Carried unanimously.

Internal Communications (2nd VP and Chair Alison Doughtie)

· The most recent issue of PAnorama sported the new masthead. Editor Alison Doughtie will look into printing in-house to defer costs. This may enable us to use color.

· www.mvccpa.org

Database manager Norma Chrisman has set up links for E-board members 


to e-mail the membership efficiently from the website. 


Norma is negotiating with Northland Communications and testing 



Coldfusion capabilities on the site to determine our needs and 


reduce costs.

Negotiations (Pres. Searles reporting for Chair Sam Drogo)


Sam is discussing the Flex Plan change with Human Resources. The card 
allows you to avoid paying the co-pay upfront, but there is a small usage 

fee.
Research and Records (Chair Colleen Kehoe-Robinson)


Colleen drafted forms and flowchart for the Grievance committee. 

4. New Business


a) Audit committee




Motion to appoint Rich Pucine to the open position on the 


audit committee:



1st Marie Czarnecki/ 2 nd Dawson McDermott




Carried unanimously. 



Motion to charge the audit committee to audit the 2005-06 and 


2006-07 books:




1st Steve Getchell/ 2 nd Alison Doughtie




Carried unanimously. 


b) The E-board is evaluating printing costs: Items that go off campus should bear the union bug. In house materials could be printed in-house.


c) NYSUT Holiday Social (12/13)


4pm-9:30 at the New Hartford Office, Admission: a new unwrapped toy 
for “Toys for Tots”


d) PA Social (12/14)



Food drive and VOTE/COPE drive are planned


e) Labor Council is sponsoring a coat drive. 


f)  January Luncheon (1/18/08)

g) Expenditures




Motion to expend an additional $58 to cover cost of 



Negotiations informational get-together:




1st Marie Czarnecki/ 2 nd Alison Doughtie




Carried unanimously. 




Motion to expend $50 from Community Outreach for PA 


support of the College’s United Way Drive Prize:




1st Alison Doughtie/ 2 nd Steve Getchell



Carried unanimously. 

Respectfully submitted,
Marie Czarnecki, PA Secretary

E-mail Addenda:


A. Approved: Vote on an expenditure of $550 to cover the cost of gift 
certificates to Alee’s, to be used as prizes at the social in a series of drawings 
for members who begin/increase contributions to VOTE/COPE (which will 
bring in more overall than this expenditure), and one $50 certificate for a 
drawing for all who bring food bank donations.

B.  Approved: Dmitry Shtarnov as recipient of the PA Scholarship.
