MVCC PA Executive Board

Minutes

April 7, 2004 

Approved April 21

Present: Pres. Ellis Searles, Marie Czarnecki, Colleen Kehoe-Robinson, Dawson McDermott, Jim Smrtic, Luther Riedel, Mike Sewall, and Cynthia Villanti 


I.
Approval of 2/05/03 minutes




Motion:




1st Mike Sewall




2nd Luther Riedel




Carried unanimously.

II. President’s Report

Due to the lengthy agenda, president Searles provided the following written President’s Report.

1. NYSUT Higher Ed Lobby Day (2/23-2/24)

PA members George Searles, Mike Sewall, Cynthia Villanti, Bill Zogby and I met with RoAnn Destito, Bill Magee, and Dave Townsend.  We also met with staff members in the offices of Ray Meier and Nancy Larraine Hoffman.  At breakfast, we talked briefly with Ron Canestrari, the Chair of the Assembly Higher Ed Committee.  

UUP, the union that represents all the SUNY four-year campuses, also hosted a dinner Monday night for unionists from all the higher ed locals who were in Albany for lobbying.

A full story appeared in last month’s PAnorama.

2. Budget Testimony (2/25)

I presented testimony to RoAnn Destito and Herman D. Farrell (Chair of the Assembly Ways and Means Committee) at the State Office Building downtown.  A copy of the testimony was then published in PAnorama. 

3. NYSUT Local Presidents’ Council/Phone banks (2/26)

Local presidents from Oneida County staffed phone banks before the February meeting to remind Democratic NYSUT members to vote in the primary.

4. AFT Higher Ed Conference  (3/5-7)

Although it involved spending entirely too much time in O’Hare airport, my trip to Seattle for the AFT conference was very worthwhile.  The new HECAS disk was distributed and its new ease-of-use demonstrated there. Also, the conference workshops were informative as always.  The first-ever joint AFT/NEA higher ed conference, it offered sessions on a variety of contract topics, political action, communications, and technology.  Our 2ndVP Cynthia Villanti was a featured (and excellent) presenter in a collective bargaining workshop entitled “Bargaining Technology and Intellectual Property.”  We spent time with colleagues from other community college and other higher ed locals from around the country, and we received permission from colleagues in Washington State to “borrow” their newsletter title “Legisletter” for our newest publication.

5. NYSUT ad for higher ed

NYSUT has produced a 30 second TV spot that has been showing in the Albany area.  It is focused on support for higher ed funding, including the community colleges.  We can include it as an agenda item at the next General Membership Meeting.

6. MVCC Budget Presentation (4/21)

I’ve been invited to attend the budget presentation that President Schafer will offer to the Oneida County leadership.  It’ll be held here on campus with a reception to follow.

7. “We the People”  (4/19-4/23)

The higher ed members of NYSUT (UUP, PSC/CUNY, and the NYSUT Community Colleges) are sponsoring PATRIOT ACTion Week from April 19th to the 23rd.  At MVCC, Anne Ichihana will be setting up a bulletin board display in the library with information about the PATRIOT Act that incorporates materials provided by NYSUT.  The dates coincide with National Library Week.

8. Local Presidents’ Conference and Higher Ed Council Meeting (3/24-5)

At the Local Presidents’ Conference, I served as a facilitator at a new presidents’ session on leadership.  The Higher Ed Council Meeting, in addition to providing updates on the State budget and various legislative items, featured a talk by Dr. Roger Bowen, the General Secretary-Designate of AAUP, on “Politics and Academic Crimes.”  Portions of his remarks will be featured in PAnorama.

9. RA (3/25-27)

Bill Perrotti, Mike Sewall, and I attended the NYSUT Representative Assembly in New York City last month.  As always, it was a fully packed and interesting schedule of events, including a meeting of ED39, our NYSUT delegation. A demonstration in support of our colleagues in NYC who are working without contracts was one highlight of Friday’s program.  We carried the PA banner and were invigorated by the sense of solidarity that we experienced.  Cynthia joined us for the Journalism Awards Luncheon on Saturday, which was also a wonderful event. As you know, PAnorama and www.mvccpa.org received several prizes once again.  A full report on the resolutions will appear in PAnorama.

10. AFT Convention (7/13-17)

The annual AFT convention will be held in Washington, DC this July.  Although we don’t normally attend the entire conference, we may want to consider sending someone to the AFTCA awards dinner if our efforts win prizes, as they did last year.  Our local will receive the “AFT Pride of the Union” award for having more than 90% membership.

11. CNY Labor Council (5/25)

The worker monument that’s been under construction in Ilion will be unveiled at a ceremony on May 25.  The NYSUT Local Presidents’ Council has purchased a plaque on the monument.  Details to follow.

12. MVCC Foundation Golf Outing (6/28)

It will be at the Yahnundasis this year.

13. Ted Moore Run/Walk (5/1)

We are sponsors once again, will need PA runners/walkers/volunteers.

14. MVCC Social  (3/5)

The PA donated $100. for refreshments.

15. Correspondence

· RoAnn Destito sent a thank you for my participation in the budget hearings.

· Thank you’s were also received from Terry Kipers and Jean Wagner for the PA sick leave donations, from The Thea Bowman House for our participation in the bowlathon, and from the Robinson family for our expression of sympathy.

III. Committee Reports


1. Benefits Fund 

Pres. Searles reported for Chair Paul Halko that the Trustees have been putting in many hours on the legalities of HIPAA compliance for the vision plan. A HIPAA notification will be sent to the membership as per law. Ron Miller will be the HIPAA Privacy Officer. Searles presented an amendment to the agreement between the PA and the Benefits Fund regarding HIPAA compliance. 

Motion to accept the HIPAA Amendment to the Agreement and Declaration of Trust between the PA (the Fund Sponsor) and the MVCC Professional Association Benefits Trust Fund:



1st Mike Sewall



2nd Mike Donaruma

Carried unanimously with one abstention ( a member who arrived after the discussion).


2. LAP

Pres. Searles reported 

· LAP funds have been used to purchase key rings for gifts at graduation and pens for distribution to students at summer orientation.

· A full color “Legisletter” directed to Oneida County Legislators, featuring PA political/community/and student initiatives is being published. Printing costs are budgeted in LAP, but we will be reimbursed through VOTE/COPE funds. The LAP survey indicated that the legislators would be interested in such a newsletter. The “Legisletter” will be distributed at the Oneida County Board of Legislators meeting, and copies will be mailed to state legislators and the MVCC Board of Trustees.

· Alison Doughty will be the newsletter editor while Cynthia Villanti is on sabattical.

· The PA obtained a better price at a union shop, Metzler Printing, than in house to print the “Legisletter” and Panorama. We also contracted to print PA stationery. The stationery will also be purchased through the LAP Grant. Advertising pays for the printing of PAnorama. The BenefitsTrust Fund is also purchasing its own stationery as it must be separate from the PA. A better deal was obtained by presenting all the orders to Metzler at one time. The union printer’s trade “bug” (logo) will appear on all printed material. The “bug” is very significant to our brothers and sisters in the Labor Council.

3. Community Outreach

Chair Luther Riedel reported:

· The PA team raised over $300 for the Thea Bowman Bowlathon, $150 of that coming from the PA donation.

· Friday, May 7th is planned for the PA social. This Spring’s community outreach effort will be a collection of usable clothing and household goods.

4. Education and Training

Chair Jim Smrtic reported:

· The “Ing” Financial Planning Seminar will be held on April 20.

· The Defensive Driving Course did not run because we only had 10 sign up, and 25 are needed. In the future, the PA will possibly joint-sponsor the event with the UTA to get enough participants to be successful.

· The Benefits Fund information session will be part of Summer Institute.

5. Grievance

Chair Dawson McDermott reported:

There are five grievances, four at Step 1and one at Step 2, all on improper compensation.

6. Internal Communications

Chair Cynthia Villanti provided this written report:

2004 NYSUT Journalism Competition Awards
The following awards are based on entries for local newsletters published from Sept 2002 to Aug 2003. In the general competition, the PA competes with other locals whose membership is between 201 to 300 members and won two First Awards, one Award of Merit, and three Honorable Mention awards. This year, the PAnorama also won the very impressive Solidarity Award, for which the judges select just one winner from all the statewide entries, regardless of local size.

· Solidarity Award 
“Wal-Mart intransigence towards unions part of a bigger picture,” May 2003 by Rich Lamasney

Category Description: The one newsletter in any size classification of all the NYSUT locals that demonstrates the best job of integrating local issues with the concerns of NYSUT, the American Federation of Teachers, and/or the AFL-CIO and of keeping members informed of how the state perspective relates to local concerns. The winning entry can be an article, series of articles, an issue, or a series of issues. 

Judges’ Comments: “This is top-notch writing. The writer is well informed, literary and capable of very clean, expressive prose. One of the best essays I’ve read in a long time. The topic is a bit unexpected but certainly relevant.”  ~  “Good job of drawing the big picture on the ‘malling’ of America. Too often, labor publications concern themselves with parochial issues. A refreshing change.”  ~  “Let’s hope MVCC members heeded the call and took action against the big box giant.”

· First Award, Best Front Page or Cover (for “Contract passes,” November 2002)
· First Award, Best Web Site (for www.mvccpa.org)
· Award of Merit, Best News Story (for “PA makes presence known at May 3rd Rally,” May 2003)
· Honorable Mention, General Excellence for local membership publication
· Honorable Mention, Best Feature Story (for “PA members ‘Powered by NYSUT’ for the Boilermaker,” September 2002)
· Honorable Mention, Best Article on Health Issues (for “Got questions? Ask your new union/community counselors,” November 2002)
Also

· Nomination ballots need to be presented at the next General Membership meeting. Nominations will be returned to Don Kelly and Barb Seaton. Election ballots will be sent to members by US mail as per federal law.

7. Political Outreach

· Chair Mike Sewall reported that a PA contingent lobbied in Albany at the Higher Ed day.

· The PA will be lobbying in the committee of 100 Community College Days in Albany in May.

· There is a regular PA presence at the County Board of Legislators meetings.

8. Research and Records

Colleen Kehoe-Robinson reported

· Colleen and Cynthia have been working on FAQ for Retirees and New Members for the web-site.

IV. New Business

1. RA Funds

We have been budgeting too little for the RA as it is being held in NYC, where there are convention centers that can hold 3,000 on the floor. We need to increase the budget by $1,000.

2. Whitesboro Teachers informational picketing (4/20, 6:30 p.m., at the high school)

Pres. Searles encourages PA members to support our brothers and sisters.

3. Lou Stollar Scholarship

Pres. Searles asked the PA to contribute $100 to this fund at FIT. Lou Stollar has long served as the Community College Conference President, has been an invaluable mentor to all those who have served as local presidents, and has had a long relationship with the PA. FIT always sends a contribution to the Ted Moore Run. 


Motion to expend $100 for the Lou Stollar Scholarship:


1st Cynthia Villanti


2nd Marie Czarnecki


Carried unanimously.

4. Budget workshop

Treasurer Mike Donaruma presented a draft budget for 2004-2005. The remainder of the meeting was spent on a budget workshop. Mike will incorporate the board’s recommendations in a revised draft for the next e-board meeting. 

5. Next E-Board meeting

The next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, April 21 at 3 p.m. in IT 218. The only agenda item will be the budget.

6. General membership meeting

A meeting needs to be scheduled to approve the ballot and present the budget for a vote. The board determined that although no days or times of the week are good for all, the general membership meeting needs to be held at 4:30 p.m., so that most people can attend. Thursdays were selected as somewhat better as it is later on in the week.

Adjournment by general consensus.

Respectfully submitted,

Marie Czarnecki, PA Secretary

 

  

 
