MVCC Professional Association General Membership Minutes

Utica/Rome, NY

April 29, 2004

To Be Approved 
The meeting was called to order at approximately 4:05 p.m.

1. Motion to approval of 1/15/04 minutes:


1st  Norma Chrisman


2nd Margaret Partyka


Carried unanimously.

2.President’s Report

a. Upcoming Community Outreach Participation

Pres. Searles announced the upcoming charity events and encouraged participation  on the PA teams. It’s not too late to sign up.

· Ted Moore None for the Road Walk and Run, May 1

· Multiple Sclerosis Walk, May 2

· Strides for Breast Cancer, June 11-13

b. PA Social 

The Spring PA Social is set for Friday, May 7, at the Ramada Inn, New Hartford. Free food. Buy your own drinks. Bring your box or bag of usable clothing and household goods in good condition for a PA donation too the Salvation Army. RSVP Community Action Chair Luther Riedel by Tuesday, May 5. We need a head count for the restaurant.

c. LAP activities

Pres. Searles presented the Legisletter , sent to Oneida County Board of Legislators in our continuing effort to keep open the lines of communication with the OCBOL. Paid for with VOTE/COPE funds, this issue of Legisletter highlighted PA initiatives in three areas: lobbying on the state level on behalf of funding for community colleges, community outreach, and student outreach.

d. VOTE/COPE

Chair Bill Perrotti, and the PA’s delegate to the CNY Labor Council, urged members to begin donating or to increase their donations (through payroll deduction) to VOTE/COPE. Funds will be used to endorse candidates with a strong record in supporting education and labor rights. See Bill to do your part.

Bill also urged PA members to vote for faculty for the College Senate at-large seats to achieve a better voice in the Senate as the Senate has a disproportionate number of administrators.

e. NYSUT ad for higher ed and community colleges

Members viewed a 30-second TV spot promoting higher ed and community colleges and pointing out the devastating effects of budget cuts. This ad is being aired in the Albany area where legislators will see it.

3. Ballot

2nd VP Cynthia Villanti presented the slate of nominees for this year’s PA elections and opened the floor for additional nominations. Both Villanti and Pres.Searles noted the large number of PA members willing to serve.


Motion to accept the ballot as amended:


1st Beverly Quist


2nd Steve Getchell


Carried unanimously.

Ballots will be mailed to PA members. Voting takes place May 6 and 7 at the Utica and Rome Campus Libraries.

4. Budget

Treasurer Mike Donaruma presented a detailed budget proposal for 2004-2005 as recommended by the Executive Board. (See attached.) The budget reflects the experience of the committees during the last year and includes an increase in AFT and NYSUT dues, which will be absorbed by the fund balance. It also includes an increase in the honoraria for the future Negotiating committee to be elected this cycle: Chair, increased from .3 to .4 of an overload, and each committee member, increased from .2 to .3 of an overload, to be paid upon settlement of the contract.


Motion to accept the Proposed 2004-2005 budget in the amount of $134,725.80.


1st Bill Perrotti


2nd Rich Lamasney

Carried unanimously.

5. Thanks

Pres. Searles thanked Donaruma for his work preparing the budget, Villanti and Internal Communications for the work on the ballot, new PA member Sandy Cummings for preparing the popcorn refreshments, and Norma Chrisman for setting up the technological support for today’s meeting.

6. 
Motion to Adjourn

1st Cynthia Villanti

2nd Steve Getchell

Carried unanimously.

Respectfully submitted, Marie Czarnecki, PA Secretary

