Minutes of the MVCC PA Executive Board Meeting

February 6
3:00 pm, IT 218
APPROVED on February 14, 2012
Present: President Alison Doughtie, Norma Chrisman, Marie Czarnecki, Mike Donaruma, Colleen Kehoe-Robinson, Dawson McDermott, Ellis Searles, Justin Wilcox, Carla Zupancic.
1. 
Motion to approve 12/16/11 minutes:

1st Justin Wilcox


2nd Paul Halko


Carried unanimously.

2.  President’s report
President Doughtie participated in the following:


a)  NYSUT Community College Conference Planning and Higher Ed Council meetings (1/6-7/12)

b)  Meeting with HR (1/17/12, with Dawson McDermott, Ellis Searles, and Norma Chrisman)

c)  Meeting with UCSD, UTA, and College (1/20/12)

d)  Board of Trustees’ meeting (1/23/12)


e)  Meeting with President VanWagoner (1/24/12)


f)  General membership meetings (1/26/12 and 2/2/12)


g)  Oneida Country Presidents’ Council (2/2/12)


h)  Think Tank (2/3/12)

Correspondence

· The Bowman House request for donation.

· letter of acceptance for Norma Chrisman to attend the NYSUT Leadership Institute in Washington, D. C.

2.
Treasurer’s report (Treasurer Mike Donaruma)
E-Board members should start planning their budgets for the upcoming year. We will need to budget additional funds for grievances as there has been an increase in the number of grievances. AFT and NYSUT may be increasing dues this year.
3.
Committee reports

Benefits Fund (Chair Justin Wilcox)
· a new benefits booklet has been printed and is being distributed by the reps.

· a mailing is being sent to members to raise awareness about the Health Advocate benefit and to draw attention to the website.

· the trustees are looking at the option of adding a financial services benefit

for a short period of time.

Community Outreach (Chair Carla Zupancic)
· The first film in the PA-sponsored DGV-labor film series was well-attended. Colleen Kehoe-Robinson introduced the film. The next two films will be “The Milagro Bean Fields” on March 1 and “Capitalism: A Love Story” on May 3.
· The committee is making plans for the Great American Heart-Run and Walk.
Education and Training
· Two vacancies on the committee need to be filled and a chair needs to be elected. 
Grievance (Chair Dawson McDermott)

· There have been an increasing number of grievances of contract violations. Five are currently at the final step of arbitration. Three others have been resolved. Eight to nine new potential grievances have arisen. We are averaging 10 to 11 grievances per year.

· The chair will write an article for PAnorama regarding the increase over the last few years.
Internal Communications (Chair and 2nd VP Norma Chrisman)
· PAnorama 


Dayton Elseth is the editor. A new issue is being planned.
Member Services (Chair and 1st VP Paul Halko)

· PA shirts have been ordered and delivered.
· PA information binders are being distributed to new members.

Negotiations (Chair Ellis Searles)
· Our PERB hearing is scheduled for March 8.
Political Outreach
· David Katz has resigned. The vacancy on this committee needs to be filled and a chair needs to be elected. 
· Higher ed Lobby day is March 5th-6th.
Research and Records (Chair Collen Kehoe-Robisnon)
· The committee plans to digitize the contracts to create a searchable archive. Sandy Cummings has contracts on file back to 1975.

· Colleen will continue columns to spotlight committees.
4.  Old Business


Part timer update
· We have received word from our Labor Relations Specialist Jim Henck about additional information from PERB regarding organization of part-timers. Our LRS and Organizer Justin Maratea will meet with the organizing committee to clarify.
· To date, 92 PA members have signed cards to include adjuncts in the PA. 

· There have been 2 General membership meetings on the topic. President Doughtie will be sending out a follow-up Q and A to members to address questions.
· The PA has requested a list of part-timers from the College. 

Norma Chrisman accepted to NYSUT Leadership Institute

· Norma Chrisman has been accepted into the 2012 NYSUT Leadership Institute program. The Institute consists of a week-long summer session at the George Meaney Center for Labor Studies – The National Labor College, in Maryland, and a statewide winter session at NYSUT headquarters in Latham, NY in 2013.

5.   New Business

PA gear for LRS
Motion to purchase PA shirts for our NYSUT Labor Relations Specialist Jim Henck:
1st Justin Wilcox

2nd Norma Chrisman

Carried unanimously.

Audit

Motion to charge the Audit Committee to do a one-year audit for 2010-2011:

1st Colleen Kehoe-Robinson

2nd Paul Halko

Carried unanimously.

Support for NYSUT’s safety and health training grant application
Motion to send a letter of support for NYSUT’s safety and health training grant application:
1st Justin Wilcox
2nd Norma Chrisman
Carried unanimously.


Verizon picketing



Verizon workers are picketing every weekend at the Verizon store on 


Seneca Turnpike in New Hartford and would welcome any PA support.
6.   Adjournment by general consent.

Additional e-mail activity:

NYSUT RA Resolutions

Pell Grant Eligibility

President Doughtie has been working on a special order of business for the NYSUT Representative Assembly, a resolution for NYSUT to work with AFT to maintain Pell Grant eligibility for students without a high school diploma who pass the ability to Benefit Test. 

Retirement
The PA is cosponsoring a resolution to allow individuals a one-time only opportunity to alter their retirement system choice once they have received continuing appointment or tenure.  
Approval to amend the resolution to change the name from “Mike Corn Retirement Option” to “Retirement Option Modification” and to add an additional statement to the resolution:
“Whereas, the concept of providing this type of one-time, optional modification was initiated by the late Michael Corn – a tireless and vocal advocate for the rights of all workers”:

Carried unanimously.
Respectfully submitted, Marie Czarnecki, PA Secretary

