Minutes of the MVCC Professional Association

Executive Board Meeting

May 26, 2011
9:00 am IT 220
APPROVED Sept. 6, 2011
Present: President Alison Doughtie, Norma Chrisman, Marie Czarnecki, Dave Katz; Paul Halko, Colleen Kehoe-Robinson; Ellis Searles; Carla Zupancic.

1. Approval of minutes:

Motion to approve the minutes of the April 25, 2011 PA  Executive Board meeting:
1st Colleen Kehoe-Robinson

2nd Norma Chrisman

Carried unanimously.
2. President’s report


Activity:

a) PA General Membership meeting (4/27/11)
b) NYSUT Higher Ed Council meeting (4/29-30/11)
c) With AMVA and 424 representatives, met with candidates for VP of Student Services (5/9/11, 5/10/11)
d) MVCC Scholarship dinner and ceremony (5/12/11)
e) Meetings with President VanWagoner (5/3/11, 5/17/11)

f) Senate (5/3/11, 5/17/11)

g) Board of Trustees’ meeting (5/16/11)
h) Oneida and Herkimer Counties President’s Council and end-of -year dinner 

Correspondence:

a) Invitation to MVCC Foundation Golf Tournament

Motion not to accept:
1st Paul Halko

2nd Ellis Searles

Carried unanimously.
b) Invitation to Oneida and Herkimer County Presidents’ Council Dinner (6/3/11). President Doughtie would like a member of the E-board to attend.
c) Invitation to Sheriff Rob Maciol’s Annual Chicken BBQ (5/12/11). The PA will not attend.
d) Invitation to Michelle Adey Open (charity event in support of families for seriously ill children, named in memory of  MVCC Board Member Adey’s daughter, 7/17/2011). The PA regularly participates. 
Motion to sponsor a hole in the amount of $100:
1st Norma Chrisman

2nd Paul Halko

Carried unanimously.
1. Committee reports

Benefits Fund (Chair Paul Halko)
· The results from the audit by the firm of Barone and Howard were good. The Fund was commended for good record-keeping. Several useful suggestions were offered for administration.
· The Fund has been running smoothly.  Business has been transacted by the trustees via e-mail. The Chair plans to convene an in-person meeting in August.

· The Fund has an informational event during Summer Institute. A lawyer from Feldman, Kramer, and Monaco, P.C., our Group Access Legal Services Plan, will be available for free private appointments to draw up simple wills, power of attorney, and living wills. 
Community Outreach (Chair Carla Zupancic)
· Bill Dustin hasn’t gotten back to us yet regarding the union-themed film series. We will need to plan for the Spring semester.

· PA members raised $89 through a 50/50 fund-raiser for Red Cross Relief for Japanese earthquake victims at the PA Spring fling.

· The Committee hopes to have PA participation in Welcome Week for students during the second week of classes.

· The PA donated a Saranac basket (made by unionized workers) to the College’s Spring semester party.
Internal Communications (Chair/2nd VP Norma Chrisman)
· Norma is researching the union monument in Ilion to find out about memorials.

· The recent Panorama included VOTE/COPE materials.
· Elections were conducted.

· Committees need to elect their chairs.
· A non-PA member is needed for the audit committee.

Motion to appoint Rich Pucine as the non-PA member of the audit committee:
1st Marie Czarnecki

2nd Norma Chrisman

Carried unanimously.
Member Services (Chair/ 1st VP Paul Halko)
· Jed Kimball is helping to get booklets out to new members.

· More PA shirts have been ordered for new members.

· Spring Fling was successful.
Negotiations (Chair Ellis Searles)
· The PA received no response to the 30-day notice of claim regarding our contract. The next step is to file a complaint with PERB.
Political Outreach (Chair Dave Katz)
· Maimun Khan participated in the Committee of 100 Lobby Day in Albany in March.

· Dave Katz, David Passick, Bill Zogby, and President Doughtie joined representatives of the College to participate in Higher Ed Lobby Day in Albany in May.

· Dave Katz regularly attends the County Board of Legislators meetings.

Research and Records (Chair Colleen Kehoe-Robinson)
· Since there are three librarians now on the committee, they are undertaking a major effort to create a PA archive -- organized, catalogued, and searchable -- to include print and digitized materials. The E-board felt this was a valuable endeavor that would prove very useful for the PA.
4.  Continuing Business


a)  NEA/NCHE
The National Council of Higher Ed is a constituency advocate group whose purpose is to monitor NEA to see that NEA gives attention to Higher Ed. NYSUT is being asked to join NCHE, but it is not as yet clear what advantages, if any, there are to joining this group.

b) Communication policy
Motion to approve the following communication policy:

External PA Communication Policy

The PA president, with the support of the eboard and/or negotiations committee, is the sole representative voice for the bargaining unit.  In the event that any non-PA member asks any PA member for comments on PA positions or policy, the member must make it clear that he/she speaks only for him/herself and does not speak for the Professional Association.  The member may refer any questions to the PA president.

1st Paul Halko

2nd Colleen Kehoe-Robinson

Carried unanimously.
The policy will be published in PAnorama.
5.   New Business
a)  Alex Bay NYSUT Leadership conference (10/14-16) 

We will use this weekend for a mock negotiations training session. 
Motion to approve covering the cost for Ellis Searles and Dennis Rahn to attend as instructors:

1st Norma Chrisman

2nd  Dave Katz

Carried unanimously.
President Doughtie asked the E-Board to help identify PA members for training. She will contact these members to see if they are interested.

b)  Community College Conference (Cooperstown, 10/28-30)


E-board members should let President Doughtie know if they plan to attend.

C) VOTE-COPE
If members haven’t already made a contribution or increased your contribution, please do so. Participation is more critical than ever. Contact VOTE/COPE Chair Bill Perrotti for more information.
6.   Adjournment by general consent.

E-mail addenda:
1. Motion to approve reappointment of the following trustees to the Benefits Fund for 3-year terms:

Alison Doughtie in capacity of PA president 

Ronald Miller

Paul Halko

Kimberly Evans-Dame in capacity of HR representative per collective bargaining agreement:

1st Norma Chrisman

2nd  Paul Halko

Carried unanimously.

2. Motion to approve President Doughtie’s recommendations for appointment of Jed Kimball to Political Outreach and Justin Rahn to Member Services.

1st Paul Halko

2nd  Dawson McDermott



Carried, 10 yes, one abstention.
Respectfully submitted,

Marie Czarnecki, PA Secretary
