Minutes of the MVCC Professional Association Executive Board

Sept. 15, 2008

Approved Nov. 3, 2008


Present: Pres. Ellis Searles, Lew Kahler, Marie Czarnecki, Alison Doughtie, Colleen 


Kehoe-Robinson, and Dave Katz; Norma Chrisman voting after the meeting to obtain a 


quorum. 

1.

Motion to approve the June 20, 2008 minutes:





Doughtie/Kehoe-Robinson; Carried unanimously.

2. President’s Report

a) New Faculty/Employee Orientation


The PA had a concern about faculty being required to attend a function prior to 

the beginning of obligation. The College listened to our concern, and the issue 
was resolved. Affected members will be compensated. Future orientations will be 
scheduled appropriately, and the PA will be invited to participate in new member 
orientations.


b) AFT PPC (9/17-19/08) 

Upon the recommendation of the E-Board, President Searles’ name was sent 
forward for the open NYSUT Board of Directors position. However, upon 
learning that the other name submitted was an NEA member, and since no NEA 
members are represented, Pres. Searles withdrew her name in the spirit of 
building unity during the NYSUT-NEA merger process. NYSUT leaders were 
sorry but grateful to accept her withdrawal. Subsequently, the NYSUT leadership 
requested that she serve on the AFT Program and Policy Council for Higher Ed. It 
is significant that a small local such as the PA is represented nation-wide. Only 
three NYS community college locals are represented: the much larger downstate 
locals FIT and Suffolk, and MVCC representing the upstate colleges.

Correspondence



-Thank you from Mary Carmel Wolf for contribution to the Michelle 


Adey Foundation Golf Outing



-NYSUT awards dinner photo, featuring honoree Mike Donaruma, was 


received.

3. Committee reports


Benefits Fund (Chair Paul Halko sent report)

· The fund is operating smoothly.

· Oct. 14 is a free will-signing day for wills prepared in May.


Community Outreach (Chair Steve Getchell sent report)

· The committee is involved in the Strides Against Breast Cancer college-wide effort. Deanna Ferro is chairing the initiative.


Grievance (Pres. Searles reporting for Chair Dawson McDermott)

· Nothing has risen to the level of arbitration in the past year. The Chair has been addressing questions and issues as they arise. Grievances remaining from the previous College administration have been resolved.


Internal Communications (2nd VP/Chair Alison Doughtie)
· VP Doughtie showed the E-Board one of the new weather-resistant laminated PA solidarity signs. Easy to read at a distance, the colorful signs reading “in solidarity” with the PA name and logo are versatile for all picketing purposes, in support of other locals or of our own cause. Members will be able to view signs in the display cases. Signs will be stored and made available by the 2nd VP. Members of the Executive Board may keep a sign in their cars to join a union picket line in solidarity at a moment’s notice. Cost of $250 was previously approved by the E-board, but tax was not included:


Motion to approve additional expenditure for sales tax on $250 

for solidarity signs:



Kahler/Kehoe-Robinson



Carried unanimously.

· Metzler, a union printer, now has new color printing equipment. The editor will obtain an estimate for printing PAnorama.
· A new PAnorama will be out in late September or early October.

· Sharon Zhone is working on a new photo directory of PA leadership, including the reps.

Member Services (1st VP/Chair Lew Kahler)

· New reps are being lined up, and duties will be assigned. 

· There will be a new member reception on Oct. 10.

Negotiations (Chair Sam Drogo sent report)

The College and the PA recently signed off on an agreement on work 
currently being done by bargaining unit members, but for which there is 
no contractual language: Step, C-Step, dual credit, and second readers for 
Assessment. 
Political Outreach (Chair Dave Katz)

· Lew Kahler and Dave Katz participated in the thorough NYSUT endorsement process in Albany, during which the endorsements were made for President, Congressional representatives, and all state Assembly and Senate seats. Barack Obama has been endorsed for president along with Mike Arcuri for Congress. A large number of endorsements were withheld for state seats because of a candidate’s voting record on the school tax cap. Dave Katz will write an article for PAnorama explaining how the tax cap would negatively affect K-12 and how an alternative “circuit breaker” proposal can alleviate the tax burden without devastating the school systems.
· Dave Katz, Lew Kahler, and Pres. Ellis Searles have continued to provide a regular PA presence at the county board of legislators meeting.
Research and Records (Chair Colleen Kehoe-Robinson)

The chair will be introducing her committee to data sources from NYSUT, which she will be learning about through Negotiations training.

4. Continuing business



a) Negotiations training workshops (9/12 and 9/26)


During this down-time between contracts, the third in the series of trainings was 
held on campus on Friday evening, 9/12, and the 4th, involving NYSUT data 
sources, will take place On Friday evening 9/26 at the NYSUT offices in New 
Hartford prior to the intensive weekend mock negotiations at Alex Bay in 
October, where the trainees will be pitted against experienced negotiators in a 
simulated bargaining process. Homework has been assigned to each group to 
make the experience more realistic. Money was expended for refreshments on 
9/12 under the Negotiations budget. Participants include Lew Kahler, Alison 
Doughtie, Colleen Kehoe-Robinson, Dawson McDermott, Rich Pucine, Sam 
Drogo, Paul Halko, Ellis Searles, and Marie 
Czarnecki. NYSUT is also providing 
training, consultants, and research support.
5. New Business



a) NYSUT Regional Educational Conference (11/7/08)





Motion to expend $28 for one ticket for a PA member to 



participate:





Katz/Doughtie; Carried unanimously.



b) Community Outreach Appointment





Motion to appoint Deanna Ferro to the Community Outreach 



position vacated by Mallory Anyango:





Doughtie/Kahler; Carried unanimously.



c) Labor Union/United Way Kickoff(9/25/08)





Motion to expend $20 to send up to 2 PA representatives to the 



Labor Union/United Way Kickoff:




Doughtie/Kahler; Carried unanimously.



d) PA January Luncheon



will be the Friday of the week prior to the start of classes.


e) NYSUT Union finances workshop (10/1/08)



Mike Donaruma will attend this attend this free workshop for local treasurers. 
Rich Pucine will also attend to become familiar with what is 

involved.



g) Alex Bay Strides Against Breast Cancer Raffle

· Steve Getchell’s committee will need volunteers to sell raffle tickets for 


the NYSUT drawing at Alex Bay.





Motion to expend up to $150 to purchase a prize to donate to 



the NYSUT Alex Bay Conference Strides Against Breast 



Cancer raffle:





Czarnecki/Doughtie; Carried unanimously.

6. 
Adjournment by general consent.

E-mail Addenda:

1. Approved:  Expenditure of $30 from the Community Outreach budget to purchase a full-color detachable patch with the PA logo to be used on an MVCC Banner for College community outreach efforts in which the PA is involved.


2. Approved: advance funding of up to $350 to Lew Kahler to cover travel expenses 
to the AFT Special Leadership Conference, Washington, 11/21-23/08. (AFT covers 
most costs, except for travel. Lew will provide documentation, and any difference 
will be accounted for at that time.)

3.  Approved: Expend $16.50 for a PA retiree to attend the Fall NYSUT Retiree 
Luncheon.



Respectfully submitted,

Marie B. Czarnecki, PA Secretary



