Minutes of the MVCC PA Executive Board Meeting

September 7, 2005

Approved Sept. 15, 2005
Present:  President Ellis Searles, Norma Chrisman, Marie Czarnecki, Alison Doughtie, Colleen Kehoe-Robinson, Mike Sewall, Steve Getchell.

1. President’s report


a.  Picketing with Labor Council (9/1)


President Searles and Bill Perrotti joined the building trade locals in picketing the 
Griffiss Technology Park for not using union or local labor.


b.  NYSUT Higher Ed Council (9/30-10/1)


President Searles was reappointed to this body.

2. Continuing Business


a.  Joint NYSUT-PA Poll


As a LAP initiative, the PA worked with NYSUT pollsters to design and conduct
a poll to survey residents of Oneida County, regarding their perceptions of
MVCC’s role in the community as well as attitudes regarding unions and 
community support of the College. The results of the poll of 407 residents were 
very positive. The LAP team will meet with NYSUT public relations experts on 
ways to utilize the findings. 

b.  Gender Equity Study


Last semester, the PA and AMVA jointly requested that the College provide 
information regarding the following:  Is there gender equity at MVCC in entry 
salaries and evidence to support it? The College to date has not responded. 
Another joint request was made, asking for an answer by September 9.
3.  Committee Reports


a.  Internal Communications (2nd VP/Chair Alison Doughtie)
· PAnorama 




An issue of will be coming out this month.

· PA Scholarship 




Bob Musante will be in charge.
· mvccpa.org 




Norma Chrisman is updating outdated information on the 



web and updating the on-line calendar.

b.  LAP (Pres. Searles reporting for Chair Gene Militello)

· PA calendars will be ready for distribution shortly.


c.  Community Action (Chair Steve Getchell)

· Making Strides for Breast Cancer 

· The walk is scheduled for Oct. 16. 
· The committee will be selling raffle tickets. 
· Paul Halko is obtaining a valuable signed sports item for a fund raising auction at the NYSUT Regional Conference at Alex Bay.

· The committee will meet to discuss future activities. PA members have given the committee recommendations.


d.  Education and Training (Chair Norma Chrisman)


The committee will be meeting next week to discuss activities. They are 


looking into a NYSUT workshop on identity theft. Other ideas can be sent 


to the committee. 


e.  Research and Records (Chair Colleen Kehoe-Robinson)



The committee is continuing to gather data from contracts from other 


community colleges for use in negotiations.


f.  Negotiations (Pres. Searles reporting for Chair Sam Drogo)



The team is meeting today to finalize our updated proposal. The original 


PA package was ready last April, but since we are waiting for the College, 

the team is updating its package. The team will be joined by LRS Jim 


Henck, who will report on communications with the College’s lawyer. The 

PA team has indicated a number of dates it will be available to exchange 


packages with the Colleges and is awaiting the College’s response.

g.  Political Outreach (Chair Mike Sewall)



Letters were sent out to candidates running for county legislative office to 


invite them to PA endorsement screenings. Last week the committee 


interviewed 15 candidates and also used the screening sessions as 



opportunities for educating candidates about MVCC as a vital community 


asset that needs county support.



The committee then met on 9/3 to decide on endorsements. (The 



endorsement policy will be reprinted in the next issue of PAnorama so that 

new PA members may become aware of it.)
4. New business


a. Endorsements


The chair of Political Outreach presented the following list for endorsements:

Oneida County Board of Legislators


District 2

William B. Croll (R)



District 5

Michael B. Waterman (R)



District 8

Richard A. Flisnik (R)



District 16

Brian D. Miller (R)



District 21

Edward P. Welsh (R)



District 22

Harry A. Hertline (D)



District 23

Rose Ann Convertino (D)



District 24

Emil R. Paparella (R)



District 26

Daniel N. LaBella (D)



District 28

David J. Wood (R)



Motion to approve the endorsements:


1st Mike Sewall



2nd Steve Getchell


Carried unanimously.


President Searles will send press releases and notify the candidates, the PA 
membership, and local NYSUT and NYS Labor Council presidents. Additional 
endorsement activities will include post cards mailed to NYSUT members in 
these legislative districts, an advertisement in New York Teacher, and 
announcements in PAnorama, which reaches our retirees. 


b. CNY Labor Council Community Counselor training


At a cost to the local of $35 per enrollee, union representatives will be trained in 
services available for community members. Local agencies (such as WIC, Rape 
Crisis Intervention, the Utica Family Y, etc.) send trainers, who provide materials.


The participants can then act as resources for referral at their locals. The training 
meets once per week, from 9/20 to 11/15. Steve Getchell will arrange for one or 
more PA members to attend.


c. Hurricane Relief


President Searles recommended that the PA contribute as an organization and 
suggested that the Executive Board consider the AFT Fund, which focuses on 
education-related concerns. As there 
was not a quorum for the entire meeting, this 
action was tabled for an extra meeting in the near future.

d. Additional September meeting


Pres. Searles will set up an additional meeting for a number of new 
business items.

5. Adjournment by general consensus.
Respectfully submitted,

Marie Czarnecki, PA Secretary



