Minutes of the MVCC PA Executive Board

Sept. 29, 2003

Present: Pres. Ellis Searles, Past Pres. Bill Perrotti, Marie Czarnecki, Mike Donaruma, Gene Militello, Luther Riedel, Dennis Rahn, Colleen Kehoe-Robinson, Mike Sewall, Jim Smrtic, and Cynthia Villanti; also Webmaster Norma Chrisman and Benefits Trust Fund Chair Paul Halko. 

The meeting came to order at approximately 3:00 p.m. 

1.
Motion to approve 8/20/03 minutes:



1st Cynthia Villanti



2nd Colleen Kehoe-Robinson


Carried unanimously.

2. President’s Report

a) Endorsements

· The Political Action Committee completed its candidate interviews for county-elective offices and selected for PA endorsement seven candidates for county legislative seats as well as Joe Griffo for County Executive. 

· Endorsements were approved by the Executive Board in an e-mail vote. 

· Letters were sent to all the interviewees informing them of the selection.

· To publicize our endorsements posters and cover letters are being sent to local K-12 NYSUT presidents. Also an ad will appear in NYTeacher. Because the deadline for advertising was 9/26/03, Pres. Searles conducted an Executive Board vote by phone, which approved the expenditure of $587.76 of VOTE/COPE funds for the cost of the ad. George Zook designed the ad and mailing labels.

b) Joe Griffo fundraiser on 9/1

Mike Sewall and Pres. Searles will attend.

c) NYSUT Database

Pres. Searles contacted NYSUT to prepare a database of Oneida County members and their legislative districts so that we can mail information on endorsements to voters. NYSUT has purchased the appropriate database for us at a cost of $1,000.

d) Campus Safety

· Regarding a pair of recent incidents in Student Services, President Searles met with the presidents of AMVA and 424, who then together arranged a meeting for 10/1/03 with the three union presidents, Pres. Schafer and the College vice presidents to express concern about the College’s response to the incidents.  

· Campus Safety will also be on the agenda at the College Senate on 10/7/03.

e) CC Conference 1/7-9

· Pres. Searles will be presenting as part of a panel on Internal Organizing. 

· 12 PA members will attend.

f) Labor United Way Kickoff breakfast 10/7

Mike Donaruma, Mike Sewall, Bill Perotti, Luther Riedel, and Pres. Searles will attend.

g) NYSUT Regional Conference 11/7

This is primarily for K-12, but Carm Lomeo is willing to attend, as she is involved with this group. She teaches in the NYSUT Learning Trust statewide. 

Motion to expend $28 for Carm Lomeo to attend the NYSUT Regional Conference:


1st Dennis Rahn


2nd Cynthia Villanti


Carried unanimously.

h.) NYSUT Subject Area Committees

Pres. Searles has nominated Carm Lomeo for the NYSUT Subject Area Committee on Education. 
i ) Lou Stollar Retirement

Lou Stollar, long-time Election District Director for NYSUT community colleges and long-time supporterof our local is retiring. Community college locals have been asked to contribute to a gift and retirement party.

Motion to expend up to $125 for gift to honor Lou Stollar:

1st Bill Perrotti

2nd Cynthia Villanti

Carried unanimously.

j) UAW/Bus Industries Golf Outing 10/5

Local 2367 is sponsoring this to fund a Newspapers in Education program.

3. Treasurer’s Report - Treasurer Mike Donaruma reporting

a) The Treasurer presented a list of monthly expenditures (See attachment). Note that $100 was sent to the MVCC Foundation for “Jazz It Up” refreshments.



Motion to accept:



1st Gene Militello



2nd Dennis Rahn



Carried unanimously.

b. Mike attended the Local Treasurers meeting at NYSUT. 

· It was recommended that locals have an assistant treasurer as an understudy.

· NYSUT offers an $8,000 interest-free loan for computer purchases by locals.

4. Committee Reports


a) Benefits Fund - Chair Paul Halko reporting

· The Fund has a new position, Database Administrator. Norma Chrisman has been named to this position. The database is completely caught up.  

· Laura Calhoun from NYSUT Benefits will meet with Trustees at the Alex Bay conference to provide quotes on additional benefits the Trustees are currently examining for possible purchase for members.

· In addition to the Fund Treasurer, the Chair and the Database Administrator are named as additional contacts for benefits providers.

· The Trustees and Fund employees will attend a HIPAA training at NYSUT headquarters in New Hartford.

· Fund Treasurer Mike Donaruma presented a Statement of Revenue and Expense (See attachment.)

Motion to accept the financial statement:

1st Bill Perotti

2nd Dennis Rahn

     Carried unanimously.


b) Community Outreach - Chair Luther Riedel reporting

· Julie Lewis is obtaining raffle prizes for the NYSUT Regional Conference at Alex Bay to benefit Strides for Breast Cancer. Wendy Palczynski is heading up the PA team.

· The committee met and set the agenda for the year with a similar schedule to last year.

· The idea of a bike-a-thon went over favorably with the committee. 

· The committee wishes to establish some annual event originated by the PA, identified with the PA, and run by the PA. The PA will bring in other groups as sponsors. This will put the PA out in the community. By next fall, the First Annual PA  ___________ will be inaugurated. It may not be a sporting event. It may be a craft show, for example. Proceeds will go to a county organization. There will be a permanent local recipient, something that has an impact on our students. This will take much thought. Send suggestions to Luther. The Executive Board applauded this idea.

c)  Education and Training - Chair Jim Smrtic reporting

The committee has met and had two suggestions:

1. Lap Top Training. The Executive Board pointed out that there would be a problem since Norma Chrisman couldn’t be scheduled during the workday. Perhaps she could take Association Leave time. This would have to be looked into. Jim Smrtic suggested several different sessions: Tues., Oct. 14 at 12, Wed., Nov. 12 at 2, and Tues., Dec. 9 at 3.

2. Tour of the new buildings and facilities at Proctor, scheduled for Nov. 11 when the high school is closed.


d) Grievance - Chair Dennis Rahn reporting

Dennis reported on the status of grievances. The complete grievance report will appear in PAnorama.


e) Internal Communications - Chair, VP Cynthia Villanti reporting

· The committee has met and divided up tasks for the semester.

· PAnorama has adopted an editorial policy. Copies were presented to the board.




Motion to approve:




1st Mike Sewall




2nd Colleen Kehoe-Robinson




Carried unanimously.



The policy will be printed in PAnorama.

· More regular features will be appearing in PAnorama. The new issue will be out this week.


d) Member Services -Chair, VP Gene Militello

· The New Member Breakfast was successful. We will do this periodically.

· Check the list distributed today by Mike Donaruma. If any new hires in your area have not signed up, please contact them.

· The committee will be setting up mentors.

e) Negotiations - Co-chair Dennis Rahn reporting

Dennis gave an update on summer and fall negotiations. A complete negotiations report will appear in PAnorama. 

f) Political Action - Chair Mike Sewall reporting


The report was contained in the earlier portion of the meeting.

g) Research and Records - Chair Colleen Kehoe-Robinson reporting

The committee is working with Mike Donaruma to make information from new members accessible to authorized users of our database. The database will have password protection.

5. New Business


a) NYSUT Regional Conference at AlexBay PAagenda:

· Designing the community survey. We have models from other locals, and the LAP team has done some preliminary work.

· Examine our philosophy on organizing part-timers.

· Propose by-laws on voting privileges for past president and a voting position on the Executive Board for the Chair of the Benefits Fund.

· Benefits Trustees will hear presentations on new benefits options. 

 Attendees should car pool.

6. Pres. Searles is waiting to hear from College Board  President John Stetson regarding the dinner with both boards. 

7. The next meeting will be Monday Nov. 3 at 3 p. m. in CC212.

8. Adjournment by general consensus at approximately 5 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Marie B. Czarnecki, PA Secretary
(Note: Mike Donaruma will forward Marie electronic copies of the financial reports he distributed at the meeting to send out to the general membership.)
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