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UNITED FOR EXCELLENCE IN EDUCATION  

 

ñI am the 

government.ò 

 

More and more, where successful 

community college system is al-

most an apprentice program for 

a specific industry.  

Read: Lower income=inadequate 

education.  

We are in the process of taking 

our SUNY and CUNY systems 

and turning them into commer-

cialization and job generators.  

Read: Education for profit.  

"éIt is so hard to remove 

an ineffective teacher that 

most districts will tell you 

that they don't even try."  

Read: Bust unions.  

JOB TRAINING=EDUCATION? 

 

BAD TEACHERS=UNIONS? 
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PAnoramaõs  
Editorial Policy 
 

PAnorama is the voice of our 

local. In addition to the PA web-

site (www.mvccpa.org), email, 

and bulletin boards, PAnorama 

is a principal vehicle for bringing 

you, on a regular basis, infor-

mation on the views and activi-

ties of our members.  

 

We welcome articles by, for, and 

about PA members on union- 

related issues and concerns as 

reflected in NYSUT and AFT ac-

tivities as well as in the purpose 

and functions of the PAõs stand-

ing committees: Community Out-

reach, Education & Training, 

Grievance, Internal Communica-

tions, Member Services, Nego-

tiations, Political Action, and 

Research and Records. 

 

All submissions are subject to 

the review and acceptance of  

the Editor and/or Internal Com-

munications Committee. We do 

not accept articles that make 

personal attacks and we reserve 

the right to edit articles for 

length. We look forward to  

hearing from you. 

 ñCogito, ergo sum,ò said 

the seventeenth century French phi-

losopher Rene Descartes. While I 

am not fluent in Latin, I find this 

phrase to be quite appropriate.  ñI 

think, therefore I amò is the English 

translation.  My feeling is that the 

ñHonorableò Governor Andrew 

Cuomo does not believe this state-

ment to be true. 

Our brothers and sisters in P-12 

have been and continue to be bul-

lied by the governor.  Their funding 

continues to get cut.  Their teacher 

evaluations are being based upon 

student performance, which could 

lead to the loss of their jobs if they 

are considered ineffective.   Imag-

ine this, districts that have more 

money to spend on each student 

have higher proficiency percentages 

in ELA and MATH.   

It seems logical to me that the Gov-

ernor notices the same correlation 

between funding and student perfor-

mance.  Apparently, he does not 

care as he continues to cut public 

schools funding and support. 

Community 

colleges are 

beginning to 

see the same 

fate as our K-

12 allies.  The 

state consist-

ently budgets 

funds for 

community colleges below the rate 

that is expected.  The formula that a 

community college uses to deter-

mine a studentôs tuition is based 

upon 40% from the state, 33.3% 

from the county, and the remaining 

26.7% from the student.  Governor 

Cuomo has proposed in his upcom-

ing budget that community colleges 

across the state be funded at the 

same level as last year, $2,497  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

per full-time equivalent (FTE) stu-

dent.   

 

PrezDesk 
By Norma Chrisman  
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If the budget proposal is passed, the state will be con-

tributing approximately 22% towards a full time stu-

dentôs tuition at MVCC.  With funding staying at the 

same level as last year, we are being funded slightly 

below that of the 2006-07 academic year.  Since the 

2007-08 funding of $2,675 per FTE (highest funding 

level by the state), funding decreased over the next five 

years.  Funding has slowly increased beginning in 2012

-13, but it is not close to the level that community col-

leges need.  

 

While there is a slight chance that the assembly will 

pass an additional $75 per FTE be given to community 

colleges, it is not a guarantee.  Does Governor Cuomo 

think we wonôt notice this? 

 

Performance Based Funding, also known as SUNY 

Excels, is tied to a Campus Performance Improvement 

Plan.  Ten percent of the state-base operating aid would 

be determined once a campus submits a campus perfor-

mance improvement plan.  This plan would then have 

to be approved by the SUNY Board of Trustees by De-

cember 31, 2015.  The plan will be a basis for future 

performance funding allocations.  Each plan must in-

clude criteria regarding access, completion, success, 

inquiry and engagement.  I guess he didnôt think we 

saw this one coming! 

In the Governorôs 2015 State of the State speech (text 

and video of his full speech can be found at http://

www.governing.com/topics/politics/gov-new-york-

andrew-cuomo.html), he stated community colleges 

charge too much, put our students in debt, and provide 

them with an education that does not allow them to 

find jobs after graduation.  Our governor feels that the 

successful community colleges are glorified training 

centers.  He obviously doesnôt know that on average, 

from 2011-2013, approximately 63% of our graduates 

transferred to a 4 year SUNY institution.  Or that, on 

average, from 2011-2013, approximately 90% of our 

graduates transferred to a 4 year institution in New 

York.  Did the governor think we werenôt listening? 

 

Do you notice the similarities?  The ñEducation Friend-

lyò Governor has insti-

tuted all these changes 

to K-12 public schools.  

Reduce Funding and 

Performance Based 

Funding?  Sound famil-

iar?  Are you as infuri-

ated as I am about this?   

What is the PA doing 

about this?  A number 

of our membership 

have participated in an 

informational picket 

and attended forums.   

 

On March 5th, there 

will be a ñMohawk 

Valley Parade for Pub-

lic Educationò in Utica.  On March 11th, there will be a 

ñStatewide Parade for Public Educationò in Albany.  

(Watch your email for parade details.)  There is a letter 

writing campaign asking you, your family, your 

friends, your neighbors, or anyone to write your repre-

sentatives in Albany. Refer to the ñMVCC Professional 

Associationò Facebook site for details).  The Political 

Outreach Committee and I will be meeting with our 

representatives in Albany at the end of February.  Dur-

ing these meetings, we will talk about properly sup-

porting community colleges and public education. We 

are hoping that our representatives will have some in-

fluence on the budget proposal. 

I think, therefore I am  

¶ a member of the MVCC community 

¶ a member of the MVCC Professional Association 

¶ a parent 

¶  a concerned citizen of New York   

 

What about you? 
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More than 200 community members braved 

cold temperatures to rally in support of public educa-

tion at the Oneida-Herkimer-Madison B.O.C.E.S on 

Middle Settlement Road January 29th.  They spoke out 

against Governor Cuomoôs proposed education reform 

in his recent State of the State Address.   

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Demonstrators carried signs, chanted slogans, 

and criticized the proposals at a meeting of local school 

board presidents and superintendents.  About a half-

dozen members of the MVCC Professional Association 

came out in solidarity for out K-12 brothers and sisters. 

As the education proposals are strategically linked to 

the state budget, the community will continue to rally 

in support of public education in the coming weeks.   

In summary, the main points of concern in-

clude increased emphasis on standardized testing, 

changes in the evaluation methods for teachers, raising 

the cap on charter schools, and the mitigation of local 

control of schools.  As an increasing body of scholar-

ship demonstrates, the standardized testing movement 

harms students and faculty, as it is detrimental to criti-

cal thinking in the classroom, and makes it difficult for 

teachers to challenge their students intellectually.  On 

teacher evaluations, Cuomo proposes: 

Ŀ 50 % based on student test scores 

Ŀ 35 % based on a 3rd party observation, inde-

pendent of the school 

Ŀ 15 % local observation 

Currently, a teacher is rated on a four-point system, 

ranging from ñhighly effectiveò to ñineffective.ò  Un-

der the new proposals, teachers rated ñineffectiveò for 

two consecutive years will lose their teaching certifi-

cate.   

In addition to bogus evaluation methods, 

schools deemed ñunderperformingò will be closed 

down and re-opened as charter schools. Studies indi-

cate that in general, charter schools do not perform bet-

ter than public schools.  Charter schools are privately-

owned schools that use public funding, zapping mil-

lions of dollars from public schools.  Currently Herki-

mer, Utica, and Rome schools are involved in law-suits 

with the state of New York over funds that are owed to 

them. An appropriate tactic is to re-frame the dialogue 

about public education.  We should consider the pro-

posals not only a threat to the profession of teaching 

and the teacherôs union, but an attack on the idea of 

public schooling and the students who benefit from it.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

While Cuomo and his hedge-fund backers 

(some who operate charter schools) cite a crisis in pub-

lic education, the actual data suggest otherwise.  A 

number of political actions are already taking place, 

including petitions and letter-writing campaigns to 

Cuomo, Chancellor Tisch, and state representatives.   

 

Additional rallies are scheduled through 

March.  If you would like more information, or are in-

terested in becoming more involved, please contact 

your union reps.   

 

  

 

PA in action. From left to right: Marie Czar-

necki, Norma Chrisman, Jim Roberts, Alison 

Doughtie, Jim Henck, Bill Perrotti, and Justin 

Rahn.  

The Community Rallies in Support for Public Education 

By Jim Roberts 

Demonstrators at K-12 rally.  
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